
I am honored to write my first President’s Message. My 

new board has been hard at work to provide our 

membership with interesting events and informative 

programs for this AWA year. I have big shoes to fill 

following the leadership of Cristina Solomon last year, 

and I hope that I can do her legacy justice. Thank you to 

Cristina and the 2016-2017 board for making last year 

amazing!  

My primary goals for the AWA this year are to heighten 

our organization’s profile and increase membership, to 

support the mentorship program for the AWA Foundation 

scholarship recipients, and to continue to provide events 

and CLE programs for our members to encourage 

networking and excellence in the practice of law. 

 

It surprised me to learn that while there are over 8,100 women lawyers in Harris 

County, only 4% are AWA members. I believe the primary reason for this statistic is 

that many women lawyers in Houston do not know of the existence of the Association 

of Women Attorneys. I am asking our membership to reach out to women attorneys 

who are not AWA members and encourage them to join our organization. I challenge 

each member to secure one new membership, which would instantly double our 

membership. 

 

In March, the AWA Foundation did an excellent job hosting the Premier Women in 

Law Luncheon honoring the law school scholarship recipients and the honorees. It 

was an inspiring event for all of us. Thank you to the AWA Foundation board and to 

Chair, Dana O’Brien for your work on this event. 

Within the next month, members will be receiving a short satisfaction survey. Please 

take the time to complete the survey. The AWA Board is committed to serving our 

members and we appreciate feedback from you. I am looking forward to a great AWA 

year with all of you!  -Lauren  
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The AWA Foundation is off to a fantastic start in 2017! On February 1, 2017, the AWA 
hosted a cocktail reception for the AWA Foundation 2017 Premier Women In Law (PWIL) 
honorees and the inaugural Ally in Progress honoree.  AWA Foundation Trustee, Peggy 
Brenner, graciously offered her home for the reception. 

AWA Foundation Trustees from left to right: 

Julia Cook, Peggy Brenner, and Jessie Amos  

PWIL Honorees and Ally in Progress Awardee 
at the AWA Cocktail Reception from left to 
right: Kathryn M. Kase, Veronica Foley, The 
Honorable Keith P. Ellison, Alissa Rubin 
Gomez, and Hillary Holmes 



Then, on March 1, over 500 
people attended the 6th annual 
PWIL luncheon to celebrate 
this year’s honorees and schol-
arship recipients.   
 
Each of the honorees inspired 
the attendees with their call to 
“do more”, calling on each of us 
to find an organization or cause 
we are passionate about and 
make it a priority.  Kathryn 
Kase shared the satisfaction 
that she feels when she helps 
her capital clients overcome a 
wrongful conviction, and Alissa 
Rubin Gomez shared that her 
passion for pro bono led her to 
leave a big law firm and join 
Houston Volunteer Lawyers.  
 
Ally in Progress recipient, The Honorable Keith P. Ellison, struck a chord with all at-

tendees when he shared the story of Ruby Bridges and Barbara Henry and how both 

women overcame segregation in Louisiana in the pursuit of education.  Judge Ellison 

reminded us that “the work of courage must go on, the work of compassion must go 

on.”  

Through our sponsors’ generosity, the Foundation was able to award a total of nine 

scholarships, totaling $30,750, to deserving recipients this year.  

PWIL Honorees and Ally in Progress Awardee at the 
PWIL Luncheon from left to right: Hillary Holmes, Alissa 
Rubin Gomez, The Honorable Keith P. Ellison, Veronica 
Foley, Kathryn M. Kase, and Dana O’Brien (Chair of the 
AWA Foundation) 

A major triumph of the 

Foundation culminated at 

the PWIL Luncheon when 

Chair, Dana O’Brien and 

Trustee, Cisselon Nichols 

Hurd, announced the suc-

cessful launch of the 

Foundation’s pro bono 

fellowship program. The 

Foundation raised more 

than $160,000 in charita-

ble contributions to fund 

one year, full-time fellow-

ships for two third-year 

female law students from 

among the scholarship 

winners, one serving 

Houston Volunteer Lawyers and serving the Tahirih Justice Center. The inaugural 

Fellowship year will run from late summer 2017 to late summer 2018. And, thanks to 

sustaining commitments, the Foundation is well on its way to funding the 2018 – 2019 

Fellowship year!  We appreciate all of our Fellowship sponsors for their generous do-

nations, and we want to specially thank our charter sponsors, Vinson & Elkins and 

Katten Muchin and Rosenman, each of which made $25,000 donations to the Fellow-

ship program! 

Inspired to do more?!  If you or your organization would like to get more in-

volved in the AWA Foundation’s PWIL Luncheon or Pro Bono Fellowship Program, 

please send your name and contact information to: AWAFoundation@awahouston.org  

PWIL Luncheon 

Foundation Scholarships and Fellowship Program 

Scholarship recipients from left to right starting in front: Jordyn 
Emmert (2017 – 2018 Tahirih Justice Center Fellow), Jessie Amos, 
Cisselon Nichols Hurd (Trustee), Neeharika Tumati (2017 – 2018 HVL 
Fellow), Mya Johnson, Ieshia Smith, Cynthia Milian, Kristen Taylor 
Pounds, Taneska Jones, and Karla Perez Ramirez  

AWA Board congratulates the AWA Foundation on a  

successful luncheon and launching an incredible  

fellowship program!! 



Upcoming Events 

http://www.awahouston.org/events


Our membership year begins this month and goes through March 2018, 

please renew your membership by completing the form below or by going 

to www.awahouston.org/membership.  

Membership 

http://www.awahouston.org/membership
http://www.awahouston.org/membership
http://www.awahouston.org/membership

