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PAST-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Lauren E. Waddell
It has been an amazing journey serving as the AWA President over the
last year. I have enjoyed our events, luncheons, service projects, mentorship
program and the continued support of women attorneys and law students in the
Houston area. Thank you to my wonderful 2017-2018 AWA Board of Directors:
Julia A. Cook, LaMonica Orr-Love, Shannon Boudreaux, Cecily Martinez, Judge
Debra Mayfield, Cristina Solomon, Judge Kristen Hawkins, Charlotte MacVane,
Allissa Pollard, and Anna Raimer. It was truly an honor and pleasure to work with
each of you to accomplish the goals of the AWA through this past year!
I am pleased to be handing over the reins to our new AWA President,
Julia A. Cook. I look forward to her leadership this year and the wonderful
accomplishments to come for the AWA!
_____________________________________________________________________________________
February 7, 2018
JON KROP – MINDFULNESS FOR LAWYERS
On February 7th, we had Jon Krop from New York spoke to us about
meditation and how it can reduce stress and improve productivity in our
lives. We actually practiced meditating in a meditation session with Jon. For
some of us, this was the very first time to ever meditate. He is an expert in
mediation training, and, we were so grateful that he chose to spend his time
with us sharing the practice of mediation!
Thank you, Jon, for coming all the way to Texas to share your expertise,
we appreciate it!

JUDICIAL ENDORSEMENT MEETING
FEBRUARY 12, 2018
On February 12th, the AWA members met to vote on endorsements for the judicial candidates
who had contested primaries in March. The AWA Judicial Screening Committee presented its

recommendation in each contested race to the membership and then the membership
discussed and voted on each contested race.
A special thank you and acknowledgement goes out to the
AWA Judicial Screening Committee: Calli Balwin, Brandi Barron, Kristy
Blurton, Nicole Deborde, Lacy Johnson, Vivian King, Victoria Mery,
and Kate Skagerberg. This is such an important project and we
couldn’t do it without the screening committee’s dedication!

PREMIER WOMEN IN LAW COCKTAIL RECEPTION
FEBRUARY 28, 2018
On February 28th, the cocktail reception for Premier Women in Law Luncheon Honorees was held at
the home of Anna Rotman. Our members enjoyed honoring the PWIL honorees and law student
scholarship recipients who attended the event. We also enjoyed beautiful flowers, wine, and delicious
appetizers by Masraff’s. Thank you, Anna Rotman, for hosting this event in your beautiful home!

PREMIER WOMEN IN LAW LUNCHEON
MARCH 28, 2018
On March 28th, we celebrated Women’s History at the AWA Foundation’s Annual
Luncheon honoring Premier Women in Law at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. The AWA Foundation
honored the following Houston lawyers who have demonstrated a commitment to diversity and
inclusion: Debra Tsuchiyama Baker, Linda Brooks, Phyllis Randolph Frye, and Cristina Rodriguez.
The AWA Foundation also honored the law student scholarship recipients from the Houstonarea law schools: Jayelle Aubrey Lozoya, Adilia Miranda, Joy Nnama, Sinita Solis, Ruth RiveraArriaga, and Rachael Thompson.
2018 Premier Women in Law Honorees

2018 Scholarship Recipients

The AWA Foundation instituted the Fellowship Program in 2017 and raised enough
money to fund two, fully-paid, one-year fellowships to be filled by AWAF scholarship applicants
benefitting the Houston Volunteer Lawyers and Tahirih Justice Center. Through the generosity
of the Houston legal community and its unwavering commitment to pro bono service, in the
AWA Foundation successfully raised funds for three, fully-paid, one-year fellowships to be filled
by AWAF scholarship applicants benefitting the Houston Volunteer Lawyers, Tahirih Justice
Center, Kids in Need of Defense. In addition, this year The AWA Foundation is partnering with
the Harris County District Attorney’s Office, who has graciously named an AWA Foundation
Internship position in its Sex Crimes Division. Thank you to the AWA Foundation Board and to
all of the fantastic donors who made this fellowship program possible.

2017-2018 TAHIRI JUSTICE CENTER AWAF FELLLOWSHIP UPDATE by JORDYN EMMERT

In April of 2007, 11 years ago this month, I was sitting
in my kitchen in San Miguel del Monte, Buenos Aires,
Argentina. I was 17 years old, living in Argentina to teach ESL
before starting college in the fall. It was late at night, and I
was writing in my journal, contemplating my future. I wrote
the following words: “I want to help the fatherless-orphans,
prisoners, refugees, immigrants, those discriminated against;
and women who have been hurt, beaten down, discriminated
against.” Little did I know that one day I would be given the

chance of a lifetime to actually serve as an attorney and do exactly what I dreamed of doing
while sitting in that kitchen.
Tahirih is a non-profit legal organization that was founded in 1997 to help support
courageous women and girls, who are fleeing gender-based violence in their home countries,
find legal relief here in the United States. There are offices in 5 major cities across the United
States, one of them being Houston. Each office offers holistic services to its clients and service
seekers, including direct legal and social services, policy advocacy, training, and education. As a
member of the legal team, I have participated in screening, assessment, counsel, and
representation for a variety of clients who are eligible to obtain legal status through protection
based reliefs, such as gender-based asylum for individuals who have suffered persecution in
their home countries, Violence Against Women’s Act Petitions for battered spouses (VAWA), Tvisas (for survivors of trafficking), U-visas (for survivors of crimes in the United States), and
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) cases for abused and abandoned children.
I began my fellowship with Tahirih in August of 2017. My very first project was to write
an asylum brief for an unaccompanied teenage girl from Honduras who was fleeing persecution
based on her sexual identity. It was my first exposure to the complex world of immigration law,
and I was amazed at how different it was from anything I had ever studied in law school. Soon
after, I worked on two more asylum briefs for unaccompanied minor children who were fleeing
sexual and physical abuse in their home countries. These projects were all before I even got the
news that I had passed the bar exam!
Since receiving my license, I have worked on a variety of cases across the wide spectrum
of immigration law. Most recently, I drafted an asylum brief for a woman who endured more
than 10 years of abuse at the hands of her partner in Honduras. I had the opportunity not only
to assist with the brief, but I was the second chair attorney at her merits hearing. I will have the
chance to conduct the direct examination of our expert witness at our final hearing in July.
While at Tahirih, I also attend weekly court screenings that Tahirih and its partner
organizations conduct at the local immigration court. Every Friday morning, pro bono attorneys
are available to meet with pro se immigrants who have cases in immigration court and are in
need of advice and counsel. More often than not, these men and women have missed a court
date, usually due to lack of notice, and have an open order of removal. Because all documents
filed with the court are required to be in English, bilingual attorneys and legal advocates help
these individuals file “Motions to Reopen” so that they can continue with their case and one
day, hopefully, have a chance to plead their case before an immigration judge.
At court screenings, Tahirih staff determine if the men and women are eligible to
participate in Asylum workshops for individuals who have fled persecution. Every workshop
serves between 6-8 pro se families to complete and file their I-589, or their Application for
Asylum. We utilize volunteer attorneys from various firms and law schools around Houston, as
well as volunteer interpreters and document translators. This month, I will be coordinating the

workshop. As of right now, we have 9 families signed up to participate, and more than 23
volunteers.
Even with the unique and challenging projects in the office, I’ve been able to further my
legal career through various CLEs and community partnerships. I will be coordinating with the
Equal Justice Works Fellow at Catholic Charities to organize a CLE sometime this spring.
Additionally, in February I became licensed in the Southern District of Texas federal court.
I am incredibly grateful for the learning experience this fellowship has been, and for
what I know it will continue to be. However, I am even more grateful that Tahirih is a family
friendly organization that works to ensure that both clients and employees are well. As a single
mom, working for an organization that values my time has been instrumental in allowing me to
grow as a new attorney, while still attending to my child’s needs.
Below is the picture I took of the journal entry from April 2007.

It is hard to believe that only five months remain of this amazing fellowship. I know that
whatever my next step is, I am leaving this job prepared for anything.
____________________________________________________________________________________
2017-2018 HOUSTON VOLUNTEER LAWYERS AWAF FELLLOWSHIP UPDATE by NEEHARIKA TUMATI

My name is Neeharika Tumati and I graduated from University of
Houston Law Center in May 2017. Currently, I am the 2017-2018
Association of Women Attorneys Foundation Fellow at Houston
Volunteer Lawyers sponsored by Vinson & Elkins. Prior to law school, I did
Teach for America and I taught 1st and 2nd grade in HISD and spent an
additional year teaching at YES Prep Public Schools.

The mission of Houston Volunteer Lawyers (HVL) is to provide free legal services to low-income
individuals and to promote volunteerism in the community. HVL casts a wider net than other legal aid
programs by helping the working poor (up to 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines) and persons who
are not legally in this country. The types of cases HVL takes include: bankruptcy, family, guardianship,
divorce, estate planning, insurance, tax, social security disability, consumer, ID theft, name change, tax
preparer fraud, custody, education, landlord-tenant and probate.
As a Fellow, I focus my work with the Medical-Legal Partnership, HVL has with the Texas
Children's Hospital. In this role, I advocate for low-income patient families on legal issues that affect the
health of patients and their families. I meet with families and provide direct legal assistance and when
necessary prepare cases for referral to pro bono counsel.
In my time at HVL, I have had the opportunity to handle a wide variety of legal matters. I have
drafted and executed estate planning documents, represented a client in a Chapter 7 Bankruptcy case,
drafted and executed alternatives to guardianship supported decision-making agreements, represented
clients in negotiations with landlords, represented families in guardianship proceedings and family law
matters.
The AWAF fellowship has given me the opportunity to dedicate the first year of my legal practice
working with and serving marginalized communities who are in need of legal services. In Texas,
approximately 5.3 million Texans qualify for legal aid. However, there is approximately, just, one legal
aid attorney for every 9,800 Texans which means less than 10% of low-income Texans needs are being
met.
Houston Volunteer Lawyers core programs center on one guiding principle--leverage volunteers
to provide more client services and I would urge attorneys with a current Texas bar license to volunteer
at one of HVL’s legal advice clinics or represent clients pro bono. An attorney can find a case on HVL’s
Pro Bono Portal where one can search waiting cases, sort by law type, access legal resources and contact
the staff attorney mentor assigned to the case.
The portal can be accessed at:
portal.makejusticehappen.org. I can be reached at Neeharika.tumati@hvlp.org for any questions.
____________________________________________________________________________________
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIPS
Our new membership year began April 1, 2018, please renew your
membership for this year by going to:
www.awahouston.org/membership.

