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_____________________________________________________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Julia Cook
Greetings to all! This is my first message as your President. I am honored
and excited to serve you. My fabulous AWA Board members have been working
diligently since April to plan events and interesting programs for you.
Our goals this year are inclusiveness, social justice, mentorship and education.
With inclusiveness in mind, our Vice President of Membership, Patrice Childress,
is working on expanding our membership. We want to include everyone from solo
to large firm practitioners. If you know someone who might be interested in
joining the AWA, please reach out to them.
For education, our President-Elect for next year, LaMonica Love, has planned a year’s worth of
informative and creative luncheon speakers and social events. To get a sneak peek at our upcoming
events, take a look at the calendar below.
For mentorship, Lauren Waddell, our Past President, has agreed to continue heading up the mentorship
program she started last year. Be on the lookout for updates from Lauren regarding the program.
As to social justice, I hardly know where to begin. With everything going on at the border regarding family
separation, whether as lawyers or just as mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers, I think we all want to do
something. I attended the “Legal Assistance for Refugees: Where We Are, Where We’re Going, and How
You Can Help” program, sponsored by the Anti-Defamation League, held at the Federal Courthouse in
July. The jury assembly room was packed with hundreds of lawyers all looking to answer the same
question: How can we help? The speaker, Rebecca Heller, introduced by Judge Ellison, is an amazing
person. She was instrumental in starting the International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP) at Yale Law
School when she was a law student and still works with the program. Rather than give us a list of specific
things to do, her advice was to stay educated on immigration issues; if you want to volunteer, pick an
issue that you are passionate about; and vote. With that in mind, I’ve done my own googling of articles
on refugees and immigration, and reached out to several of our AWA Foundation Pro Bono Fellowship
partners for further ideas. See How you Can Help in Houston below.

Hope you have a great summer, and we will touch base again in the fall. If you need anything in the
interim, don’t hesitate to reach out to me or one of the AWA Board Members.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

UPDATE FROM THE AWA FOUNDATION
Dana O’Brien
I would like to offer my sincere thanks to everyone for your support of the AWAF Pro Bono Fellowship
Program. Thanks to our sponsors, including our inaugural charter sponsors, Vinson & Elkins, LLP and
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP, we raised over $175,000 in 2017. This allowed us to award two, full-time,
paid attorney positions for the 2017 – 2018 Fellowship year, supporting Houston Volunteer Lawyers and
Tahirih Justice Center.
In 2018, the Foundation is thrilled to have raised over $230,000 to fund three fellowships for the 2018 –
2019 Fellowship year, including a new pro bono opportunity at Kids in Need of Defense. We could not
have done this without support from you and our three charter sponsors, Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP,
Vinson & Elkins, LLP, and Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP. And, as you may have heard at the AWAF Premier
Women in Law Luncheon in March, the Foundation is proudly partnering with the Harris County District
Attorney’s Office this year. District Attorney Kim Ogg designated a paid internship in the Foundation’s
name and recently selected a female law graduate who will help the government investigate and
prosecute sexual offenders.
Our three new fellows and our Harris County District Attorney’s Office intern will soon begin their
fellowships. We will provide you with further updates as the year progresses. In the meantime, please feel
free to contact me with any questions or suggestions regarding the AWAF Pro Bono Fellowship Program.

______________________________________________________________________________
JUDICIAL SCREENING
The AWA Judicial Screening Committee, chaired by Calli Baldwin at Holmes & Diggs, is gearing up for the
screening of judicial candidates in the November election. Screening will take place in August and
September with an endorsement meeting tentatively scheduled for September 25, 2018. If you are a
candidate who is interested in screening with Committee, please contact Calli Baldwin at
CBaldwin@holmesdiggs.com.

______________________________________________________________________________

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIPS
Our new membership year began April 1, 2018, please renew your
membership for this year by going to:
www.awahouston.org/membership. If you have any questions,
contact Patrice Childress at Beck Redden or at
membership@awahouston.org.
____________________________________________________________________________________

HOW YOU CAN HELP IN HOUSTON
Once you start googling articles on refugees and immigration, one article just leads you to another. The
web site for the Texas Civil Rights Project in Austin has lots of information. People continually recommend
contacting Catholic Charities if you are interested in volunteering. The Texas Lawyer did a lovely piece on
a team from Hogan Lovells who spent a week in South Texas aiding refugees. They were trained by staff
from the Dilley Pro Bono Project. According to the web site for Dilley Pro Bono Project, they incorporate
“a non-traditional pro bono model of legal services that directly represents immigrant mothers and
children detained at the 2,400-bed South Texas Family Residential Center in Dilley, Texas.”
I also reached out to our Pro Bono Fellowship Partners, Tahirih Justice Center and Kids in Need of
Defense (KIND), to get their input. They were both thrilled to hear from us and provide us with
information.

TAHIRIH JUSTICE CENTER
Anne Chandler, the Executive Director of the Houston Office, provided us with a list of ways to get
involved. Many of Tahirih’s suggestions are simple and manageable, like donating money, education kits,
gift cards, business attire, and attending the Art & Impact Auction on September 13th. Here is Tahirih’s
report:
The Tahirih Justice Center is fueled by the power of many – our lifesaving work in communities, courts,
and Congress would not be possible without individuals like YOU who are willing to stand up for justice.
Changes to national immigration policy have left the most vulnerable among us struggling to find safety,
including Tahirih clients, for which the impact is immediate. Immigrant survivors of violence are too scared
to call 911 to stop ongoing abuse. Women seeking asylum based on gender-based violence are up against
greater odds as the government shifts policy day by day. Further, protections within the widely supported
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) are under threat. In this moment, how we each choose to engage
will define us as a people.
Join us in empowering and supporting immigrant women and girls in their fight for justice:
DONATE to help us build our army of legal advocates! Through monthly giving, corporate matching, event
sponsorships, naming opportunities, and more, you can transform the lives of courageous women and

girls seeking safety. Increase your impact by taking it even one step further – share these giving
opportunities with family and friends. Visit www.tahirih.org/give to make a donation and to learn more
about ways to donate.
JOIN us to empower women and girls and to end Zero Tolerance policies by joining our third annual Art &
Impact Auction event hosted by local artist Edgar Medina and Native Citizen (2311 Dunlavy St.) on
Thursday, September 13th from 6pm to 9pm. Visit www.facebook.com/NativeCitizen in the upcoming
weeks for more details and to get involved.
CONTRIBUTE to our office’s new children’s playroom! We are collecting toys, books, crayons, coloring
books, and other items to make children feel more comfortable when visiting our offices for legal and
social services.
CREATE education kits to help women and girls pursue their dreams! Whether starting school, continuing
collegiate education or taking English language courses, Tahirih clients will greatly benefit from donated
backpacks, lunchboxes, notebooks, folders, student planners, printer paper, No. 2 pencils, pens, erasers,
calculators, dictionaries, flash drives, highlighters, construction paper, and other school supplies.
TRANSLATE for Tahirih clients at meetings with our legal and social service teams! If you speak an Arabic,
Spanish, Cambodian, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Amharic, Tigrinya or an indigenous Spanish language such
as zapotec, nahua, ma'am, quich'e, maya, mixe, or mixteco, you can help a woman or girl seeking justice
hear from us in the language she is most comfortable. If you are not available in person, you can translate
remotely.
WRITE welcome signs or letters of support to Tahirih clients! Let them know that they are brave, they are
strong, and they are not alone. This is a wonderful way for parents and teachers to educate children on
immigration issues, encouraging them to get involved in their community early on.
BUILD a women’s empowerment campaign! Tahirih clients need business attire for job interviews and
court appearances. Ask your workplace, gym or apartment building to allow you to set up a donation drop
box to collect these items for the women that we serve.
PROVIDE gift cards to Tahirih clients to help them navigate their new lives in the local community! Gift
cards for stores such as Target, Kroger’s, Walgreens, and others along with pre-paid international phone
cards are greatly appreciated.
INVITE us to your firm, community center or place of worship to speak about the challenges that
immigrant women and girls face when fleeing gender-based violence and the work of Tahirih to combat
these challenges and empower these women!
JOIN Tahirih’s Pro Bono Network of nearly 2,500 attorneys, doctors, psychologists, and other professionals
donating their time and expertise! There are never enough resources to meet the needs of every survivor
of violence who reached out to us for help. Your addition to our network is integral to ensuring Tahirih’s
high quality services are delivered to all clients. Visit our website at tahirih.org/get-involved/our-probono-network/ to learn more.
CALL OR WRITE your Senators and Representative to express your concern for women fleeing violence.
Use the following script: “Hello. My name is _______ and I live in (City, State). I am calling to ask

Senator/Representative ________ to support strong protections for courageous immigrant women
fleeing violence. Thank you.” At this moment, we are asking Senators and Representatives to not replace
family separation with long-term family detention of women and children seeking asylum. Visit
www.callmycongress.com for contact information.
FOLLOW Tahirih on social media to stay engaged and informed on breaking news and ways to get
involved! And, of course, share with your networks the multitude of ways they can give through their
time, effort, money, and heart to support immigrant women and girls seeking access to justice.
Facebook and YouTube @Tahirih Justice Center
Twitter and Instagram @TahirihJustice
Thank YOU for your ongoing support of Tahirih and the women and girls we serve! We look forward to
working with you in the fight to end violence against women.

KIND
Claire Doutre, the Managing Attorney for KIND, provided us with the following moving report. KIND is in
need of pro bono attorneys in Houston. You can sign up for a pro bono case, host a KIND training at your
office, or simply add yourself to KIND’s distribution list:
KIND’s Houston office is pleased to welcome their first AWA Foundation fellow, Carmen Portillo, in
September. Carmen will provide representation to unaccompanied children who have been abused,
abandoned, neglected or who are fleeing their country due to persecution. Carmen is starting with our
office during an extremely busy time in our office which will help us enormously in managing the work
load, which quickly increased due to the family separation crisis. Starting the week of June 25, KIND has
sent staff to Harlingen, Texas, including four KIND-Houston staff members, to provide intakes and
guidance to parents and individuals detained by US immigration authorities at Port Isabel Detention
Center and separated from their children. We provided information and guidance to those individuals
about the credible and reasonable fear interview process, and how to seek review of a negative decision
before the Immigration Court. In order to help parents who had been separated from their children
reunify with the children, we also asked about whether the parent had spoken to the child or had any
information about the whereabouts of their children. In the four weeks that KIND staff or volunteers
collaborating with KIND have been doing this, we have met with almost 200 individuals and have provided
the majority of those who needed follow up visits with a second or third visit from KIND staff. For those
individuals who had not been in contact with their child or did not know where their child was, KIND staff
worked with other legal services across the country to connect the parents with their children. While this
is still a work in progress, we have seen children being reunified with their parents. KIND’s Houston office
has started representation for a number of children who were separated. KIND’s Houston continues to
need to pro bono attorneys and welcomes any firm who would like to host a KIND training at their office.
If you would like to be added to our distribution list to stay updated or if you are interested in a pro bono
case please send an email to Claire Doutre at cdoutre@supportkind.org.
Thank you!

UPDATE FROM JORDYN EMMERT
The current AWA fellow for Tahirih Justice Center, Jordyn Emmert, is a
“rock star” according to her supervisor, Anne Chandler. Not surprising to
us! Jordyn has kindly provided her update on what she is doing at Tahirih:
During my third quarter here at Tahirih Justice Center, I continued to grow
here in my Fellowship. I successfully coordinated two asylum workshops,
one on April 14th hosted by St. Luke’s Gethsemane United Methodist
Church, where 9 families were served, utilizing volunteer attorneys and
translators including several students from the South Texas College of Law
Immigration Clinic. On May 10th, I coordinated an additional pro se workshop, staffed by attorneys from
Shell Oil. Prior to this workshop, I worked with Tahirih’s Deputy Director to conduct an asylum training
for Shell’s legal department.
Not only was I busy working at the workshops, but I took on a number of new case matters. For example,
I completed my first records request under the Freedom of Information Act “FOIA”. Additionally, this
quarter allowed me to work with my first affirmative asylum seeker, alongside Tahirih’s Executive Director
Anne Chandler. Together, we were able to prepare a client for her asylum interview at the Houston
Asylum office, who after reporting a crime committed by gangs, was threatened with death for reporting.
I have attended bi-weekly screenings at the Houston Immigration Court, where along with other staff
members and attorneys from both Tahirih and Human Rights First, we provide referrals and brief advice
and counsel to pro se individuals in removal proceedings. Many of the individuals served through court
screening were previously detained and I was able to meet personally with each service seeker and learn
about their experiences.
One of my personal goals this year was to encourage current students to pursue internship and volunteer
opportunities with the Tahirih Justice Center. I was able to work with a 2L from my law school who
volunteered at workshops and in the office a few times a week. Additionally, I worked with my law school
mentee as she was preparing for her AWA Fellowship interview at KIND. I was so excited when she
informed me that she had received it.
Overall this quarter was one of intense growth, both in areas of networking as well as legal expertise. I
cannot wait to see what my last and final stretch of this fellowship holds!

AWA EVENTS
May 9, 2018

Kick-Off Happy Hour at the Rosemont
We had a wonderful kick-off event in May with a happy hour at the Rosemont. It was great to see
everyone gathered for this next year before it got too hot. The six scholarship winners from the Premier
Women in Law Luncheon each received a second check in the amount of $3000.00, courtesy of the postluncheon “ask”.

June 13, 2018
Leveraging Your Law Degree to Create Multiple Sources of Income
In June, thanks to LaMonica Love, we had a fabulous panel of speakers all of whom are lawyers with a
second career. Dynamic women all of them, the other thing that they have in common is that they don’t
seem to sleep. Maliha Mian, a breast cancer survivor, talked about her formation of Got Boobs LLC, a
social media networking platform for women facing the emotional rollercoaster that accompanies a
breast cancer diagnosis. Her platform is set to launch in September, and we have asked her to invite us to
attend and cheer her on.
Demetra Liggins, a lawyer at Thompson & Knight, along with her twin sister, founded Corporate Homie,
an organization that seeks to help women and minorities advance in corporate America. The sisters create
a weekly podcast to provide tips and tools to overcome hurdles in the workplace that are unique to
women and people of color. Check out their website at http://www.corporatehomie.com/.
Charlotte MacVane, AWA Board member, is General Counsel for Array Technologies, Inc. As that was not
enough to keep her busy, after she started her family, she opened the Kenworthy School, a private
preschool in the Houston Heights that focuses on quality preschool education for the children and
“concierge” services for the parents, such as dry cleaning drop off and pick up.
Lillian Henny, is a family law attorney at The Henny Law Firm. She is also a lifestyle blogger and influencer
on Instagram. You can follow her Instagram account @shessooverdressed. She also started an online
resale business where you can purchase designer items at a discount. Check out her website at
www.reluxvintageshop.com.

_____________________________________________________________________________
July 11, 2017
Kendra Scott
For our July event, we returned to Kendra Scott in the Village for a networking/social event. Kendra Scott
has been incredibly supportive of our organization, providing us with complimentary gifts for our speakers
whenever we ask. Everyone enjoyed catching up with each other and having some relaxing down time
with friends – one of the reasons I love the AWA.

______________________________________________________________________________

2018 – 2019 AWA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 8, 2018
(Lunch Meeting)
11:30 – 1:00

Speaker: Daniel Feiler, IMG Financial Group
“Taking Control of Your Finances”
Wells Fargo Plaza, Ground Floor Auditorium
1000 Louisiana, Houston, TX 77005

September 19, 2018
(Lunch Meeting)
11:30-1:00

Speaker: The Honorable Keith Ellison
“Things I Wish I’d Known Before I Started Practicing”
Wells Fargo Plaza, Ground Floor Auditorium
1000 Louisiana, Houston, TX 77002

October 17, 2018
(Social Event)
5:30 – 7:30

Social: Nina Alston, Personal Stylist Manager
Nordstrom Galleria
“Building a Corporate Wardrobe”

November 13, 2018
(Lunch Meeting)
11:30-1:00

Speaker: Nicole Perry, Jones Day
“Are you Protecting Your Clients’ Data?
Wells Fargo Plaza, Ground Floor Auditorium

November 14-16, 2018

2018 Professional Success Summit
Sponsored by the ABA Section of Litigation
“Networking and Advancement for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Litigators”
JW Marriott Houston
ambar.org/pss2018 to register
(there is a charge for admission)

December 5, 2018
(Evening Meeting)
6:00

Social: AWA Holiday Party

January 16, 2019
(Lunch Meeting)
11:30-1:00

Speaker: Judge Frye
“Destroying Transgender Stereotypes; Legal and Political Issues”
Wells Fargo Plaza, Ground Floor Auditorium
1000 Louisiana, Houston, TX 77005

February 20, 2019
(Evening Meeting)

Social: Cocktail Reception for Premier Women in Law Luncheon

March 20, 2019
(Lunch Meeting)
11:30-1:00

Premier Women in Law Luncheon
Hyatt Regency
Ticket Purchase Required

